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Ignor Marco Antonio Caflagna, Superintendent of

Sfomc Mines 12:aly, hath lighted in one of them up-

on a grear quantity of that Lanuginous Scone,cull d

Amianthus y which he knows {o to prepare, as to render
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it fotrattable and foft , that it refembleth well enough
avery fine Lambs-skin drefled white. He thickens and
thins it, to what degree he pleafeth, and thereby maketh
it like either toa very white Skin, or to a very white Pa-
per; both which refifts the moft violent fire, as hath
been experimented feveral times. Firft, The Skin was
cover’d with kindled coals, whenee it took flame, but
being taken out after ithad been left there a while ,« the
fiery colour prefently difappear’d, and it became cold
and white again as before; the fire, it feems,paffing only
thorough, without wafting or altering any thing of it3
whereas fome of the hardeft and folideft Mettals,as Iron
and Copper, reduced to very thin plates 4 and kept as
long in the fire as this fubftance was, would caft Scales,
Again, This Skin being made as thin as Paper, doth not
only yeild that ancient and fo much admired 4mianthur,
but is alfo perfe&er than that which comes from Cypras,
and notinferiour to that, which fometimes, though but
feldom, comes out of Chma, This Paper was alfo tryed
in the fire, and there it remained likewife without any
vifible detriment, or without the leaft change of its firft
whitenefs, finenefs, or foftnefs, Of the fame matter this
Actift hath wroughta IPzek, never to be confumsd as
Jong as "tis fed, nor altering its quality after the aliment
is walted away, And if that famous and incombaftible
Oyl were found out again,we read of,this matter would
yeild theWeek for that everlafting Light,fo much cele-
brated by the Antients.

The Inventor promifeth to make further Experi-
ments with this fubftance, for other difcoveries. Atthe
prefenthzis refolved to prepare of it fuch a quantity of
Paper,as may make a Book,and to cover it with the Skin
made of the fame, and to fow it together with thread
made of the fame, andto writein it Letters of Gold ;
{o that fuch 2 Book, being made in all the parts of it
incombuftible , and everlafting againft the power and
injuries of allthe Elements, as bzing proof againft the
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Rrongeft, and not being fubject to Corruption from the
other, as Wateror Air, may deferve (be faith) the name
of the Book of Eternity,

Some Experiments of Signor Carolo Rinafdiniy Philofopher
and Mathematician inthe Univerfity of Padoua s fbewing
the difference of Ice made without dir o from that which
is produced with dir: In rller/amz Venetian Journal,

Here was taken a Glafs-cane , about 14 of a Flo-
rentin braccia or Ell, open at one end, of which a-
bove one Ell and a quarter was fill'd with Quick-filver,
the reft with common water. This open end was thur
with a finger, and inverted into a veflel with ftagnant

Mercury ; then removing the fioger, the Mercury be-

an to fall out, fothat the aggregarof the Quick-filver
and water falling , the water remain’d in the upper-part
of the inverted cane, now free from Air. This being
done, the Cane was thusexpofed to the open Air inthe

Month of Fanuary, in frofty weather, and in one nighe

the water in it was congealed into Ice of a very good

confiftence; Afterwards Signer Rinsldini, having com-
pared this Ice with that which was produced in the open

Air, found, that thelce inthe Cane was in fubftance al-

together like that of Hail, that is,an opaque and whitifh

Body; whereas that, which was made in the Air, was

tranfparent like Chryftal. Befides, he obferved, that the

Tce made in the Cane'was heavier 7n fpecie than thatin the

ambient Air: which he difcover'd by putiingitinto a

fluid, which was in fpecie lighter than water , but heavier

than Iee madein the open Air; whereby he found,thar,
whereas the Ice made inthe Cane funk, that in the Air
floated therein,

‘Which Experiment feems not to favour thofe ( fajth
the Author) who efteem, that Ice, made in the common
Air, is produced by the extrufion of Air-latitant in the
water, .and by the refolution of the more fubtile parts,
receiving in their ftead the mixrure of terreftrial exha.
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